
CALFED     Notice o! intent to Prepare an Environmenta!_Impact Statement
BAY-DELTA Notice of Preparation to Prepare an Environmental Impact Report

;RAM

CALFED~ ..........................
~ of state and fedeM agencies wor~ng togetMr~;;~; 2..

to the problems aNcting ~e San Francisco .....
Joa@n Nver Delta (Bay-Delta @em). The

~ of Delta levees and channels to natural
in devebping worka~ long-term,

;:"~~:: Rev w RicRs ~ wRh co ng

dternafiv~lutions ~ ~ck ....

schedOe on bdck page). These meeting~ sere ~0 ......
" "~" s M~ bemused t0 so~{ e~ty in ~t from. ....

~d alternatives, concern~[~gd issuest~ be

explain the purpoge of th~-Bay-Ddta Program "

Important Telephone Numbers:

Chambers at (916) 657-2666. A telephone devi{e for the hearing
impaired (TDD) is available from TDD phones_at 1-800-735-2929;
from voice phones at 1-800-735-2922.

and
~in~_,th~ ......... To Comment:

Written comments or concerns on the scop~e~f alternatives, issues
...... to be addressed in the programmatic EIS/EIR, and impacts ro be

~ considered should be sent no later than April 26,)996 to:
eam%bi~t:th~

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814
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CALFED
BAY-DELTA                                 _

~.~h~to~ls the CALFED Bay-Delta Program? ¯ Water Oualiw- to ~rovide ~ood water .u~ for ~ ben~dal
~he CALFED Bay-Delta Program zs an unprecedented coooerat~ve .....-
~~g State’and fedeM agencies and the ~ubKc to forg~ ~’lk~ ..... ¯ Water Supply- minimize con~ct among.~e~neficia[ uses of Bay-Delta
~~restore~he he~ of the Bay-Delta system while addre~:~K~7~ ~: - s,tem water and reduce the mismatch be~en Bay-Delta water
~~side~ts and the econom~ The Pro~amjs conducting a "~..~ ----~p~es and current and projected benefid~.uses dependent~on
~~(~ pl~nihg process that wi~ determine the ~st appropriate ....>-’-/~21m.system; and ~. .£ ......
~~fi(the actions necessa~ to improve water an~ ecosystem ou~ ~- ~.z ..... " ~7 " -

Delta System VMnerab~- to reduce ~e risk to land use andwater for ~ beneficial uses, and mimm~ze Delta system ~lnerab~ ......-.~    . .....
....... a~&ted economic acfi~ties, water suppl5 inffastmc~e, and
~~ g~prises the fo~oMng agencies:~2Z~~ ~ ecos ~rom catastro hic breachin or ’taduN deterioration of~ Y ...... P g g2._
~~ate agencies: Delta levees:
~~so~ces Agency ............ ~-
~~tment of~aterR~s0urces =: What Is the Geographic Scope of the CALFED Bay-
~~tment offish and Game -" Delta Program?
  @ qrnia Environment  rotection Age  y~f~{~ater Resources ~gntroi Bead ..... Establishing an appropriate geographic scope~ssentiM to ~e Program’s
.............. ~- - " ~* ...........~ " success. Specific~N the geographic problem scope~;~the leggy defined Delta,
~edem!.agencies are: Suisun Be5 and Suisun M~rsh. The Program addr)sses pwblems ~at exist
~2~p~tment of~e Interior .................... within these boundaies or are closely Hnked to tN~area, and rel~fed tp.~w~ egg

Buzeau of Re~la~{ion ~ - " management and beneficiN economic and environmental use of water. The
~%~Fish and Wild,re Se~ice. ~ scope ofposabte solutmns to ~e problems in ~g_~ay-Delta system inctudes aW
~ EnvironmdMDotectiogAgency :c..%: ’: . ac~on ~at can be implem{nted or influenced B) the~C~FED agehcies,

, .........-----~---~ .... : ,~ .....:-~--~-z’--, :-:.-~:_ :fg~rdies~ 0~whether its impiementafion takes pl~ ~thin the B~y-Delta area.
~ationfl Marne Fisheries Semce

2 hg Vmy.-ea p ~ngineers Mso has joined q eeaL g team The geograpMc scope of alternatives being an@zed in {he
.... > .... > .... EIS/EIR coOd include at leas~.~e Central Vdey.gatershed, the Sou~ern

-.:.~:_ ;~%.@ % :::: CaKomia water wstem, and ~e Pacific Oce~.

is m

’ Is the              im
Estuary is.the.

species

. and
2alifomia

and envimnmenM r~ces, and has

ectives?

¯ and Delta syster~ valiieiabilitv. The
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What is an EIS? What is a. EIR? and policy changes, habitat restoration, and water flow adjustments, that
~ - ...... "~ ........... i:"~’ " . ........-, i ~ to~ether form a comprehensive solution to oroblefi~S in the Bay-D~ltal Each~m emaronmentat lml~act staremenr kr~l~) is a l~uonc aocument ~re~area W, % ¯ " ......... .* .....

a federal a~ency that provides a full and fair discussion of Sl~hificant environ- ctrat! .atter, na~ve is cteslgnep, to lnc.lude, a Oalan,ced
m t" [ ~ ° th t "" ~-i a re ul- f r" c" ~nd"ir~ m -he" cisioncoml~lnea, solve many problems simultaneouslyen~u mpa~ts a comaoccu s s to apojer ~.°r st .fie.. ...... . ~’ ~
makers and the public of reasonable alternatives that would avoid or minimize ..... .

....... The draft alternatives are subject to significant change based on furtheradverse impacts. An EIS is governed by the Nafiona! Er,~N.nmenta! P0liCy Act
(NEP~). 7_2 public input and technkal analyses. While the draft alternatives v.ary in

:-:-’:: emphasis and detail, they share the following meastires or "core actions" that
-An environmental impact report (EIR) is a public document prepared by a are already accepted by many stakeholders:

state agency that analyzes a project’s significant effects and~identifies mitigation
measure~ and reasonable alternatives. An EIR is g0verne~N) the~California ¯ habitat restoration in the Delta and upstream of the Delta,

..... ¯ r~duction in the effects that diversions havd~on fish,Environmental O~ality Act (CEQ.A). 7:2 ...........
.:~.: ¯ " managqment ofanadromous fish,

Thestate and federal agencieS-that make up CALFED~ie working together ¯ reduction in reliance on exports of water fr~m the Delta,
to prep~eajoint document that.meet both the state and federal requirements as "" increase in water supply predictability,
efficiently as possible. - i ~5_ -_ ~o - ~, ¯ management of water quality, and
.... _ i . " . ’~: -- -._:_. ~ " -~ :: -_ :’- improvements to system reliability.

CALFED is preparing a prdgrammatic-level EIS/EIR.~ compliance with
NEPA and CEQ.A. The programmatic EIS/EIR will focus on the broad policy Beyond their common core actions, the draft aitetnatives range from
and resource allocation decisions~hat are re uifed to im l{:-~-ent the ro ram those that change the operation of the existin B~y2Delta system to those...... ...... q P.~    P g . g
Because of the general nature of this type of EIS/EIR, the prbcess will be morethat restructure the system itself. None of the draft alternatives e~clude
conceptual ~)tn a project-specifi~ environmental documerit. Similarly,-the either reoperation or restructuring. - ~: -
document will have a more geng~al discussion of impacts, ~.~tcrnaives, and
mitigation measures. The impacts of each alternative will_b~e identified includingWhat Are Some of the Specific Issues to Be
feasibility, cost, and benefit. The primary purpose of this ~@ument will be Resolved? -
to inform decision makers about__the environ_ mental dime~@ns, partiCUlarly the ..
interrelated and cumulative donsequences, of the alternatige£. The document willThe foll0win are si nific£nt issues that have-been identified bYg g
lead to the selection of a comprehensive-and balanced plan~ tI’iat addresses all of..CALFED agenO~s: .......:.. _ -. .......
the resource problems identified as concerns of the Program.

~: ¯ declining fish populations;
What Is.the Project? ¯ Delta water quality;

¯ agricultural and municipal water supplies a~d water quality;
CALFED ha~ drafted alternative ~olutions for the four]~d~entified problems ¯ health of the Delta ecosystem;

.of water quality, ecosystem quality, water supply; and Delta_5_ystem vulnerability. ., levee stability in the Delta;E~ch draft alternative is a combinatlon 6f many actions :such as operational ¯ fl0w and direction ofwater in the Delta a~d-tributaries;
¯ land uses in theDel{a; "
¯ wetland, upland, and aquatic habitats in the Delta and tributaries;
¯ upstream storage reservoirs;
¯ recreation opportunities; and
’ power generation at upstream facilities:

Where Are We Headed?
CALFED is developing alist of alternatives that will be addressed in the

EIS/EIR. This list wi!l be available afterApril 1, t996 and will be mailed-to
eve .ryone receiving this notice.             ~ .........

CALFED will prepare the programmatic draft EIS/EIRand cimflate it
for a minimiim Of 45 days for agency and public renew. Reviewers will be
requested to provide written comments on the comprehensiveness and
accuracy of the analysis in identi~cing and analyzing possible impacts:on the
environment and ways in which the significant impacts might be avoided or
mitigated: After comments are received and reviewed, CALFED will
prepare written responses to comments    ¯and publish the      programmatic finaI’ ......
EIS/EIR. Afte) a preferred alternative is selected, ~at set of s0hfio~a actions
*;viii move into environmental review of specific pr6jectsi The documeiit~
prepared in this phase will be site-specific and may be short Or may be more
detailed, depending on the project and the issues.
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~~ ~                    SCOPING -

i\,~,-.~~ ..~.,x-~,.,, ,~.[ MEETING

Paugme Nevins at (916) 657-2666 as far in advance of the scoping meefing as.
......... possible, and not later than April 1,1996, to enable CALFED to make

’ " --i[ SCHEDULE                                                                 =.. -: ..... reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the meeting. Ira request

~\\~4-444-~\ Mark: Your Calen= dar Now!! cann~ be li0nored, the requestor wilt be notified.

COMMUNITY WHEN MEETING LOCATION COMMUNITY WHEN MEETING LOCATION

Oakland Tuesday; April 9, t996 MetroCenter Building ’San Diego Tuesdaj~ April 16,1996 Red Lion Hotel/San Diego
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eighth and Madison Streets 7:00 p.m. to 9;00 p.m. 7450 Hazard Center Drive

Walnut Grove Wednesday, April 10,1996 JeaE_Harvie Senior and Long Beach Wednesday; April 17,1996. Long Ben&
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Corgf~unity Center 1:00 p.m, to 3;00 p,m. Renaissance Hotel

14273 River Road II°I E~sl:Ocean Boulevard
¯ - )~:~,,..~:;"~2-".: 7.. : "

Red Bluff Thursday, April 11,1996    Tehama County Pasadena Wednesday; April,
7:00 p,m. to 9:00 p.m. Community Center 7:00 p,m,.to

Garden2ide Room
Bakersfield

Red Lion Inn
2001 Point West Way

CALFED
~ BAY-DELTA

PROGRAM                         -

1416 Ninth StreetiShit6~lS5 - -
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